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Final Project Brief

Description:

Your final project site will be for a small business. You can find a business that has no web 
presence, or you can find one that has a bad web presence. You may choose a real small 
business or you can make one up. Your site must be for a business type that exists — not one 
that is completely fictitious. For example, you can make a site for a commercial space tourism 
company, but you cannot make a site for a completely fictitious company that sells farms on 
Venus.  

Choose a small business with universal appeal. Avoid business types that might be considered 
controversial by employers. 

If you choose to make a site for a real client, try to discern if the client will be reliable and able 
to provide content for the site. Avoid a client who cannot quickly get you text and images.

Requirement highlights:

• Your site must be a beautiful, portfilio worthy design piece.

• Your site must be professional — easily mistaken (or used) as a real site.

• Your site must be responsive targeting smart phones, tablets, and desktop displays.

• Your site must be fluid and designed mobile-first.

• Your site must be coded and designed with accessibility and usability in mind.

Instructor Sign off requirement
You must get sign-off from your instuctor at the following benchmarks in order to proceed to the 
next steps in the process.

 Concept (Step 4):

 Sitemap (Step 6):

 Two Photoshop Comps (Step 12)

 Final Photoshop Comp (Step 14)

 Mobile-first layout (Step 15) 

Photoshop requirement
Many web design companies begin their work in Photoshop. Very few web design work flows 
include Illustrator comps. Your comps for this project must be in Photoshop.
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Plan
1. Choose a business.

2. Use the planning document to track your information architecture and design decisions 
throughout the project. Record design and SEO decisions every time you work on the site. 
This document will become your design rationale.

3. Work with the client to determine the goals of the site. (Be sure to tell your client the site 
will not be an e-commerce site, as e-commerce is beyond the scope of this class.)

4. Write the opening paragraphs of your design rationale

5. Design and organize the information architecture

6. Make a site map

Content Aggregation and Creation

7. Gather assets including content, text, images, logo, contact info and possibly more.

8. Do keyword research and update/rewrite text to include keywords and phrases.

Creative Brainstorming, Low fidelity Comps

9. Do many wireframe sketches (shapes) to explore layouts for your  
three design sizes (at least 5 sets).

10. Do three sets of detailed sketches exploring the best design solutions (mobile, tablet, and 
desktop for each set).
a. Draw what the images will look like including the logo/brand.
b. Draw headings
c. Draw lines for the body copy that describe the weight of the text.
d.  Make them detailed enough to communicate with your non-artistic client.

11. Show your sketches to classmates and get feedback.

Client (and Instructor) Sign off

12. Make two sets of high fidelity Photoshop comps from your two best 
design options. These should look extremely real and be easily 
mistaken for live websites. Compare your sites to others that are 
online. If yours don’t stack up, keep working on them until they do.

13. Show your comps to classmates, clients, and instructors and collect feedback.

14. Considering feedback, choose a design and make revisions to create 
one final set of comps.

Build

15.   Code your site in HTML and CSS using the Dreamweaver interface.
a. First code and get sign-off on your mobile-first layout.
b. After sign-off on your mobile layout, use media queries and CSS to adjust your layout 

for medium and wide screen display 

16. Show your progress and revise your site based on class feedback throughout the process. 

18. Present your final site:

X 5

X 3

X 2

X 1

Process Outline
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Completion Checklist: Fill out and turn this in with final site.

□ Site is uploaded to your web host  ________________________________________________

□ The site looks finished and professional  ___________________________________________

□ Design of the site is geared towards the target market  _______________________________

□ Design principles utilized: balance, unity, movement proportion, emphasis  _______________

□ Site employs a mobile-first design strategy __________________________________________

□ Site is fluid and utilizes relative units where appropriate (%’s and ems) ___________________

□ Site includes 2 media queries targeting tablet and desktop screens _____________________

□ There is an image on every page (the header doesn’t count) complete with alt text  ________

□ Subheads are closer to the type below and farther from the type above  _________________

□ Type is styled using CSS (no browser-default type). ___________________________________

□ Exceptional content readability and hierarchy  ______________________________________

□ Every page is titled  ____________________________________________________________

□ Site includes a favicon including various OS shortcut icons  ___________________________

□ Site contains a call-to-action _____________________________________________________

□ Site contains a data table _______________________________________________________

□ Site contains a form ____________________________________________________________

All links work: ___________________________________________________________________

□ Within the site  ______________________________________________________________

□ External links  ______________________________________________________________

□ E-mail links  ________________________________________________________________

□ Logo links back to home page  ________________________________________________

□ Widths and heights are applied to elements only where necessary  ______________________

□ All text is structured — p, h1, h2, ul, ol and more  ___________________________________

□ Site uses HTML5 tags (header, nav, footer, main, article and more). _____________________
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□ Navigation is in an unordered list  ________________________________________________

□ Images optimized correctly — correct format, correct size, no distortion  _________________

□ All text is selectable, editable text; only an image when absolutely necessary  _____________

□  Site is search engine optimized with intentional keyword  and keyphrase  

integration throughout __________________________________________________________  

□ Site is linked into Google Analytics. _______________________________________________

□ Spotless root folder: No supportive files (.ai, .psd, .txt and more) _______________________

□ Correct file naming conventions (html pages, css styles, image names)  __________________

□  A fully complete planning document highlighting the creative process. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________  

Your Final Self Assessment: Grade   _____ / 100 

Support your score with any final thoughts or feeback about the project:

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________


